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Today’s Gospel Story 
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u

k
e
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“You com
ing?” A

ndy w
as nearly ready

to go.
Jam

es yaw
ned. “W

hat for? The race is
five w

eeks aw
ay! I’ll start in a w

eek or tw
o.”

A
ndy shrugged. It w

as all right for
Jam

es. H
e w

as the best runner in the
school, and strong at it. Jam

es w
ould

probably w
in the big race anyw

ay, thought
A

ndy, and all this training w
ould be a

w
aste of tim

e. Still, he’d w
orked out a

training schedule, so he m
ight as w

ell
begin.

M
ostly w

hen he w
as running, A

ndy 
didn’t m

eet anybody else. B
ut one day,

w
hen he w

as up to nine m
iles, he cam

e
across a m

an lying in a ditch. H
e w

on-
dered w

hether or not to stop, as the m
an

w
as probably drunk. Then he thought he

ought to stop, because the m
an m

ight need
a doctor.

H
e ran over. The m

an’s leg w
as bent at a

funny angle. A
ndy m

ade sure the m
an w

as
still breathing, then ran a further m

ile to the
nearest house and called the am

bulance.
O

n the day of the big race, A
ndy fin-

ished in good tim
e, and to his surprise,

m
anaged a slightly better tim

e than Jam
es.

B
ut his biggest surprise cam

e w
hen he

w
as called onto the platform

 by the race

organizer and handed an envelope w
ith a

check for $500. Then the organizer
explained that the sponsor of the race w

as
a diabetic w

ho had fallen into a diabetic
com

a early one m
orning and had rolled

into a ditch. If A
ndy hadn’t com

e along at
the right tim

e, the sponsor w
ouldn’t be

alive today. 
Jam

es w
as cross w

hen it w
as all over.

H
e couldn’t believe A

ndy had beaten him
.

“A
nyw

ay,” he said, “it w
as just luck,

being there at the right tim
e. A

nd just luck
that you finished ahead of m

e, too.”
B

ut A
ndy laughed and shook his head.

“N
ot luck,” he said. “You have to be ready

for surprises in this life. You never know
w

hen som
ething’s com

ing your w
ay, so

you’ve got to be trained and ready to deal
w

ith it. A
nd it w

as all w
ell w

orth it in the
end.”

Q
uestions

In the story, how
 did A

ndy m
ake him

-
self ready for

the big race?

H
ow

 can w
e m

ake ourselves ready for
Jesus?

The Big Race
K

ey W
ord: R

eady

K
ey Verse: “You also m

ust be ready, for the Son of M
an is com

ing at an unexpected hour.” 
Luke 12:40
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Com
plete this crossw

ord puzzle using the clues from
 today’s G

ospel story, Luke
12:32-40. Read the clues. Then fill in the squares below

 w
ith the answ

ers.

C
ro

ssw
o

rd
 P

u
z

z
le

A
cross
4.

D
o not be ___

5.
S

ell these
8.

U
nfailing treasures are there

9.
T

his is w
here your treasure is also

D
ow

n
1.

T
he F

ather gives us this
2.

H
ave these lit

3.
B

e dressed for this
4.

G
ive these

6.
T

he alert ones are blessed
7.

H
e’s com

ing (3 w
ords)

Below
 is a verse from

 today’s G
ospel story. Each letter is substituted for another. U

se
the letter patterns and trial and error to help you figure out this puzzle. Can you deci-
pher this m

essage? Three of the letters are already done for you.
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Today’s G
ospel story tells about being ready for Jesus w

hen he com
es. W

e need to be
ready just like w

atchful servants w
ho are w

aiting for their m
aster to com

e back from
 a

w
edding feast, even if he com

es at m
idnight or later. W

e m
ust be ready, because the

Son of M
an w

ill com
e at an hour w

hen w
e are not expecting him

. H
elp Jesus get to the

people w
ho are w

atchful servents.
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