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Today’s Gospel Story 

is from
L
u

k
e
 1

2
:4

9
-5

6

They w
ere all playing Truth or D

are, and
Tracey didn’t know

 w
hich w

as w
orst. The

dares w
ere becom

ing m
ore and m

ore scary.
O

n the other hand, she w
as terrified of

being required to reveal her innerm
ost

secrets, for she knew
 perfectly w

ell all the
others w

ould laugh them
selves silly.

“Your turn, Tracey,” announced Jam
es.

“Truth or dare?”
Fearfully, Tracey said, “D

are.”
Jam

es said, “I dare you to go into the
superm

arket and take one of those big
candy bars.” 

Tracey sw
allow

ed. She didn’t w
ant to

steal, but these w
ere the only friends she

had, and at tim
es they’d all been nice to

her. If she refused, they’d just leave her
alone, and she’d find herself w

ith no
friends at all. Perhaps it w

ouldn’t m
atter

just this once. She thought of being arrest-
ed, and how

 her fam
ily w

ould feel. She
pictured her m

other’s tears and her father’s
fury, and she felt very m

iserable.
Tracy felt a lot of pressure from

 the oth-
ers, w

ho w
ere all eyeing her expectantly.

B
ut she also felt a lot of pressure from

 her
ow

n conscience. A
nd she felt even m

ore
pressure from

 her fam
ily, alm

ost as though
her parents w

ere right there w
atching her.

Suddenly, Tracey shouted angrily, “This is

w
rong. I’m

 not going to do it. A
nd I’m

never going to join in again.”
There w

as a stunned silence. Then Jam
es

sneered, “Scaredy-cat, scaredy-cat! You’re
too scared to be in m

y gang. C
lear out!”

To her surprise, Tracey faced him
, still

angry. “You’re right, Jam
es, I am

 scared.
B

ut stealing is w
rong. I like you guys, but I

can’t steal, even for you. I w
ouldn’t be able

to live w
ith m

yself.”
She started to w

alk aw
ay, certain she had

ruined everything. N
one of them

 w
ould

ever w
ant to speak to her again. B

ut to her
astonishm

ent, som
e of the gang m

oved
across to her and stood w

ith her. “W
e’ll go

w
ith you, Tracey,” they said. 
A

nd Tracey knew
 it w

as going to be all
right. The friendships that m

attered w
ould

survive her anger and her outspokenness.
She sm

iled at her new
 friends, and they

w
ent off together.Q

uestions

In the story, w
hy did Tracey feel

under
pressure?

H
ow

 did Tracey behave w
hen she felt

under
pressure?

Tracey’s Tem
per

K
ey W

ord: Stress

K
ey Verse: I have a baptism

 w
ith w

hich to be baptized, and w
hat stress I am

 under until it is 
com

pleted!Luke 12:50
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U
nscram

ble the tiles to reveal a m
essage from

 today’s G
ospel story, Luke

12:49-56. Each tile has the sam
e num

ber of characters (letters, spaces, and
punctuation). Spaces are show

n as blanks on the letter tiles.
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U

In today’s G
ospel story Jesus is asking the people to pay attention and to under-

stand the tim
es. H

elp the people find their w
ay to Jesus and to be better follow

-
ers of Jesus and learn the m

eaning of the present tim
es. Rem

em
ber, to solve the

puzzle you m
ust travel dot to dot through

w
alls, and do not m

ove in a diagonal
direction. W

e have started the path for you.

A
n

ti-M
a

z
e

Find the w
ords from

 today’s G
ospel story. W

ords go forw
ard, backw

ard, up,
dow

n, or diagonally. O
ne has been done for you.
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